
You are invited to the launch of 

 

CAMPBELL 
WEST-WATSON: 

‘Boy Bishop’ to Archbishop 

by 
Martin Sims 

 
 

Christchurch Transitional Cathedral 
234 Hereford Street, Christchurch 
6:00 pm, Monday 7 March 2016 

 
 

This biography of Campbell West-Watson, Bishop of 
Christchurch (1926-51), Primate and Archbishop of 
New Zealand (1940-51), traces his life through his 
studies at school and Cambridge University, his 
ordination as an Anglican priest, and several years as 
a don at Emmanuel College, Cambridge. 

It continues with his appointment as a bishop in the 
north of England at the unusually young age of 32, at 
the time earning him the unkind label of ‘Boy 
Bishop’, but he thrived and in 1925, after 16 years in 
this post, he was invited to become the Bishop of 
Christchurch. 

He was a good choice, was rapidly accepted and 
became valued throughout the Christchurch diocese 
as a hard-working and empathetic ‘Father-in-God’. 

He was appointed Primate and Archbishop of New 
Zealand in 1940 and went on to lead the church 
through the Second World War with distinction. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
When he retired in 1951, he was the longest-serving 
bishop in the worldwide Anglican Communion and 
may well have been the only person to have served 
as a bishop continuously through all three of the 
most cataclysmic events of the 20th Century (both 
World Wars and the Great Depression). 

In addition to other aspects of his ministry, this book 
deals with West-Watson’s contributions to the 
Ecumenical Movement as well as his efforts to shift 
the focus of the church towards its growing role in 
the Pacific region. 
 
MARTIN SIMS, grandson of West-Watson, 
researched his life for several years, resulting in the 
award of a Master of Philosophy degree from 
Macquarie University, Sydney. He travelled 
extensively to the places where West-Watson 
studied, worked and played, and brings a rounded 
insight into the life of this remarkable man. 

 

             
 
If you are unable to attend the launch and would like to purchase the book, please complete this order 
form and e-mail to: martin@culturenet.com.au or mail to Martin Sims, PO Box 559, Cammeray, NSW 
2062, Australia. (ANZ Bank, Acct No. 01-0071-0481964-00, Acct Name: Martin Sims) 
 
Please pay for the book @ NZD34.99 per copy by cheque to the above address, or by internet deposit to 
the above account. (Please use your phone number as the payment reference). 
 
Name:       Phone  No.:       

Address:           

             

SCROLL DOWN FOR LAUNCH DATES IN OTHER CITIES. 
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CAMPBELL-WEST-WATSON: 

‘Boy Bishop’ to Archbishop 

 

Launch Venues and Dates 

MARCH 2016 

 

CHRISTCHURCH Transitional Cathedral   Monday 7 at 6 pm 

   234 Hereford Street, Christchurch 

 

DUNEDIN  Diocesan Office,    Tuesday 8 at 5 pm 

   1a Howden Street, Green Island 

 

NELSON  Christ Church Cathedral   Wednesday 9 at 5 pm 

   Trafalgar Square, Nelson 

 

WELLINGTON Cathedral of St Paul    Friday 11 at 6 pm 

   45 Molesworth Street, Wellington 

 

NAPIER  Cathedral of St John the Evangelist  Monday 14 at 12 noon 

   28 Browning Street, Napier 

 

HAMILTON  St Peter’s Cathedral    Tuesday 15 at 6 pm 

   51 Victoria Street, Hamilton 

 

AUCKLAND  Selwyn Library, Bishops Court  Wednesday 16 at 5 pm 

   8 St Stephens Ave, Parnell 

 

Please address any enquiries to Martin Sims at: martin@culturenet.com.au 


